Advocates College Homework
From Session 2
October 31, 2012

Due November 26th, 2012 and December 3rd, 2012
BY November 26th, 2012

1.
Social Math


Take a number or statistic that you use often in your work, and practice your social math 
skills. Look back at the slides and examples from session one for instructions, guidelines, 
ideas, etc. We’ll also post a reading.
2.
Message Box, Pivot Phrases, and Hard Questions


Prepare a message box on your issue, and send it to Alison and Janet for review by 
November 26, 2012


Prepare a few pivot phrases, as well as a few “hard questions” that you hope not to be 
asked. Use the handout as a beginning, and combine with a values statement you use on 
your issue.
BY December 3rd, 2012

3.
Presentation


Prepare a three minute presentation that you might give to an audience of decision makers 
on your issue, 


OR


Prepare for a media interview on your issue. You’ll want an introductory statement of a 
minute or less, talking points, and pivot phrases.

Optional:
If you want to revise your responses to the earlier questions, please feel free to send us revisions to look at.

What policy proposal are you going to focus your Advocates College work on?
List the decision makers you most want to influence. For each distinct group of decision- makers, answer the following questions:

What do they know about your issue?

How do they feel about your issue? 

What are negative frames, images, stereotypes, fears, misconceptions, or facts that work against you?

What are positive frames, images, attitudes, beliefs, understandings, or facts that work for you?

How do you think this issue is framed in the public mind?  What are some of the dominant stereotypes and perceptions that direct thinking?  If you have opposition how do they frame this issue?

Think about the competing cultural stories and perspectives that shape public perceptions, attitudes and understanding:

· Independence/Individual vs. Interdependence/Community

· Short-Term Focus vs. Long-Term Thinking

How do these competing stories and habits of thinking come into play on your issues (both good and bad)?

For your policy proposal, fill out this chart to identify the Level Two Issue and Level One Values that your policy proposal fits within.  
	Level One: Value(s) (e.g. Opportunity, Protection, Future Generations) 
What are the values that motivate and energize your action on this issue?
	

	Level Two: Issue Area (e.g. Housing, Health, economic Development)

What is the issue category that this policy fits within?
	

	Level Three: Policy ( e.g. Coordinated Care Organizations, Desegregation) 
What is the specific policy change you are seeking?
	


Write three sentences that you can use that tie your policy proposal into the value or values you've identified.   Example: Safe stable and affordable housing gives families the opportunity to build better lives, and provides a foundation for their success.
1.

2.
3.

